
Sun Lakes Garden Club      March 2019 Newsletter 

 

  Our March 19th meeting will feature Linda 
Larson, the “TRAVELING GARDENER”.  Linda 
and her husband live in Arizona and have a wonderful garden here. Together they travel the 
world photographing amazing gardens.  They’ve been exploring for over a decade... wander-
ing in 800 gardens on five continents, in 31 countries & 50 US states. She’ll be sharing her 
photos, travels and insights with us!    She just got back from Buenos Aires so maybe she’ll in-
clude her most recent photos.   TravelingGardener.com  TravelingGardenerBlog   My book on 

Amazon  LLarson20@me.com   

  
In this Issue: 

March 19 th Meeting—Linda Larson Traveling Gardener & Lunch 

afterward at Stone & Barrel. 

Highlights of trip to Ken & Carol Roberts Bonsai collection. 

Highlights of trip to St. Vincent De Paul Urban & Aquaponic Farm. 

Upcoming trip to Tucson Botanical Garden, April 2nd. 

Highlights of the Plant Sale we were invited to attend. 

Reminder: This is the last Newsletter for any members that have 

not renewed their 2019 dues. It’s super easy to “Renew” online at 

“SunLakesGardenClub.org” so you won’t be deleted from our club 

roster.   

March 23 (Saturday) Tour of homes is Full.  See Sherrian to get on 

the “Wait List.” 

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


Members and guests are 

invited to gather after 

the March 19th meeting 

for an optional lunch at 

Stone & Barrel (at the 

Oakwood Club House in 

Sun Lakes). 

  We have a table re-

served in the back of 

the dining room in the 

private area for around 

12:15pm. 

I had some space here 

so I’m wondering if 

anyone knows what 

kind of tree this is??? 



Highlights from our Field Trip to 

the private Bonsai Collection of 

Ken and Carol Roberts in Scotts-

dale. There were Bonsais all over 

the yard. One was featured on a 

magazine and it is a Juniper over 

1,200 years old. Carol also has min-

iature plants with pots as tiny as a 

thimble. 



Carol Roberts set up a wonderful re-

freshment table with beverages, fruit 

and fresh Pineapple cake just out of 

the oven! They also showed us their 

art collection in their home and their 

beautiful salt-water aquarium with 

neon colored fish and some that were 

over 20 years old. If you look below, 

you’ll see Mary Jencsok peeking 

through an orange tree with beautiful 

hand-blown glass balls hanging under 

the limbs.   

After the tour, we enjoyed a delicious 

lunch at the Tommy Bahama restau-

rant in Kierland Commons nearby.  



 

Highlights from our March 5th 

Field Trip to St. Vincent De Paul 

Farm and Food Bank in Phoenix.  

They serve over 1 Million meals 

every year.  Part of their gar-

dens are Aquaponic. The Tilapia 

fish live in the tanks below the 

plants. One photo shows the 

greenhouse manager lifting the 

plants to show us that the roots 

are not in dirt.  

Our club donated $75 for the 

private tour because it’s such a 

benefit to those that are hun-

gry. 

Thank you to Susan Bliss and 

Marge Mogelnicki who re-

searched this field trip last year. 

It was very educational and 

many of us didn’t know any-

thing about this Urban Farm or 

the Food Bank. 

Sam Walton’s Son and daughter-in-law donated $1 Million to St. Vincent De Paul for the 

                                   ROB AND MELANI WALTON URBAN FARM 

  Enjoying lunch at Charleston’s in Chandler.  

Missing from photo: Karl & Starla Kramer 





On April 2 ( Tuesday) we’ve scheduled a field trip to the Tucson Botanical Gardens.  Linda Blane has reserved one 15-

passenger van that she will drive. (Van FEE is $18 per person) Other drivers may want to car-pool caravan as well, and share 

their expenses.  We’ll stop at the Picacho Peak Trading Post for a rest-stop and we may see wildflowers along the way.   Linda 

will have a sign-up sheet at the March 19th meeting for the first 14 people.  Others can organize additional car-pools. 

 We’ll depart from our car-pool location at the Sun Lakes Medical Center 

(Alma School & Riggs Rd.) at 9:00 am and we’ll enjoy lunch at the Café Bo-

tanica inside the Tucson Botanical Gardens around 11:00 –11:15am. Every-

one will pay their own admission to the garden when we arrive.  (Any 

stragglers won’t get the group rate)  We have a discounted group rate 

($12) , which also includes the entrance fee into the ‘Butterfly Magic’ 

greenhouse. We have a docent meeting us there at 1:00pm for a private 

tour! 



Tucson Botanical Garden lunch at Café Botanica  



For those that have not renewed yet for 2019, 

March is the last chance. On  April 1st (Not an 

April Fool’s joke) all members that did not 

join this year will be removed from our  Club 

Roster list and this will be their last News-

letter.  

   You can pay our Treasurer, Linda Blane, at 

the March 19th meeting, or go online and 

sign up and pay.  It’s secure and easy.  Go to 

SunLakesGardenClub.Org and click on “JOIN 

OR RENEW” . We like to have you update your 

hobbies and any changes when you renew 

each year.     Thanks 



 The Weeders Garden Club was so pleased at the 

support they received from SO many members of 

our  garden club at their Plant Sale. Patrice is a 

member of both clubs and I saw her helping with 

her sister Debby. I saw Madonna, Luz Stella, 

Denese, Jan, Kathryn, and Nancy Hicks, just while I 

stopped by.  I took photos to send to Marsha who 

invited us . She then broke her leg and won’t be out 

and about for several months.  I was happy to buy a 

whimsical handmade pot made by Marsha.  I’m 

happy that it was a successful event for them and 

the weather was perfect. It was a lot of fun and the 

newly opened Chandler Museum building was in-

teresting to see.  Starla  


